
Overcoming Barriers By Encouraging Partnership

s of 2022, more than half of the cropland in the contiguous United States was rented, 

 

A
according to the USDA Economic Research Service.[1] This presents both a challenge and
an opportunity. A challenge in that short lease terms may limit investment in
conservation practices that take longer to produce benefits. However, there is an
opportunity to lessen concerns about long-term practice investment by providing
opportunities for shared landowner and farmer learning.

According to results from American Farmland
Trust’s multi-state non-operating landowner
survey, most owners do not know about
government conservation programs, nor do they
have farming experience. However, the survey
results suggest that non-operating landowners
are comfortable with “taking a diversity of
actions to support the use of more conservation
on the land they own.”[2]

Making space for farmers and landowners to
learn about the environmental benefits as well
as the costs and returns of conservation
practices can help to strengthen these
relationships and build shared goals for land
management. Of course, building strong, trusting
relationships between farmers and landowners
takes time. You can encourage relationship-
building and collaboration by planning activities
that promote partnership between farmers and
landowners. 
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